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a1·ea, nnder its control and not necessary or essential 
for the operation and maintenance of such water 
works, for the purpose of establishing and mai.ntain
ing a lrnrbor for yachts and for the erection of prop
er and suitable buildings in connection therewith: Pro
vided, 'l'hat the occupation of the grounds and water 
areas so leased shall not interfere with the operation 
of such water works or in~ any manner affect the san
itary conditions of any public water supply. 

Any such lease, before the same is executed, shall 
be submitted to and be approved by the Department 
of Health. 

APPIWVED-'l'he 22d day of April, A. D. 1927. 

JOHN S. FIS}IBR 

No. 211 

AN ACT 

'ro amernl sections seventeen, twenty, and twenty-two of an act, 
apvrove<l tl1e twentieth day of May, Anno Domini one thousand 
nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, nine hundred six
teen), entitled "An act defining fraternal benefit societies and 
their status; authorizing such societies to create subordinate 
lollgcs and to pay benefits to members and their bencficiariPs 
from fnrnls collected, and regulating such benefits and collections: 
providing for the organization and incorporation of such socictif'S 
and for their supervision, regulation, and examination by the 
Insurance Commissioner, and for the admission of foreign so
cieties; desig•rnting tables of mortality as· a basis for rates of 
contribution; requiring all societies to make annual and other. 
reports, ancl a11pointing the Insurance Commissioner as attorney 
for scrl'ice of process; providing penalties for any violations of 
the act; exempting such societies from taxation, anil certain 
other societies· from its provisions; anil ·requiring beneficial asso
ciations other than fraternal benefit societies to report to, and 
be superviseil by, the Insurance Commissioner; and repealing 
cxi8ting laws," by providing for the practice and procedure to be 
followed by the Insurance Commissioner in refusing to Ii.cense 
any foreign society, and in revoking the license of such society; 
and providing- for jurisdiction, practice and procedure upon ap
peals from the action of the Insurance Commissioner in such 
cases. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section sevenrteen 
of the act, approved the twentieth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
nine hundred sixteenr), entitled "An act defining fra
ternal benefit soeieties and their status; authorizing 
such societies to create subordinate lodges and to pay 
benefits to members and their beneficiaries from funds 
collected, and regu]ating such benefits and collections; 
providing for the organization and incorporation of 
such societies, nnd for their supervision, regulation, 
an<l examination by the Insnrnn.ce Commissioner and 
for the admission of fo1·cign societies; designating 
tables of mortality as a basis for rates of contribu
tion; requiring all societies to make annual, and other 
reports, and appointing tlrn Insurance Commissioner 
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as attorney for service of process; providing penal
ties f9r any violations of the act; exempting such 
societies from taxation, allid certain other societies 
from its provisions; and requiring beneficial associa
tions other than fraternal benefit societies to report 
to, and be supervised by, the Insurance Commission
er; and repealing existing laws," is hereby amended to 
read aR follows: 

~~n~~~f.u~~- for- Section 17. No foreign society shall transact any 
business in this Commonwealth without a license from 
the Insurance Commissioner. Any such society may 
be licensed upon filing with the commissioner: (a) A 
duly certified copy of its charter or articles of asso
ciation; (b) a copy of its constitution and laws, cer
tified by its secretary or corresponding officer; ( c) a 
power of attorney to the Insurance Commissioner as 
hereinafter provided; ( d) a statement of its business, 
under oath of its president and secretary or corre
sponding officers, in the form required by the commis
sioner, and duly verified by an e:xiamination made by 
the supervising insurance official of its home state or 
other state satisfactory to the Insurance Commission
er of thiR Commornwealth ; ( e) a certificate from the 
proper official in its home state, province, or country 
that the society is legally organized; (f) a copy of its 
certificate of membership, which must show that ben
efits are provided for by periodical or other payments 
by persons holding similar certificates, and furnishing 
the commissioner with such other information as he 
may deem necessary to a proper exhibit of its busi
ness and plan of working. 

Upon compliance with these requirements, such for
eign society shall be licensed to do business in this 
Commonwealth until the first day of the succeeding 
April, and such license shall, upon compliance with 
the provisions of this act, be renewed annually as here
inbefore provided. 

Every foreign society desiring admission to this 
Commonwealth shall have the qualifications required 
of domestic societies organized under this act, and 
have its benefit fund obligations valued upon a valu
ation by one of the standards authorized in section 
twenty-three of this act, and have its assets invested 
as required by the laws of the state, territory, district, 
country, or province wherein it was organized. [When 
the Insurance Commissioner refuses to license any so
ciety or revokes its authority to do business in this 
State he shall reduce his rul~ng or decision to writ
ing and file the same in his office and shall furn~sh a 
copy thereof together with a statement of his reason 
to the officers of the society upon request and the ac
tion of the Insurance Com.missioner shall be review
able by proper proceedings iru any court of competent 
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jurisdiction within the Commonwealth. Nothing con
tained in this or the preceding section shall however 
be taken or construed as preventing any such society 
from continuing in good faith all contracts made in 
this Commonwealth during the time such society was 
legally authorized to transact business herein.] 

Section 2. That section twenty of said. act be and 
the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 20. When the Insurance Commissioner on 
investigation is satisfied that any foreign society trans
acting business under this act has exceeded its power, 
or has failed to comply with any p:rovisions of this 
act, or is conducting business fraudulently, and after 
hearing, upon notice as provided in' section twenty
two hereof, [he shall notify the society of his findings 
in writing, the grounds of his dissatisfaction, and af
ter reasonable notice) require the society on a date fixed 
to show canile why its· license should not be revoked. 

If on the date named in said notice] such objections 
have not been removed to the satisfaction of the saiti 

·Insurance Commissioner, [or the society does not pre
sent good and sufficient reasons why its authority to 
transact business in this Commonwealth should not at 
that time be revoked] he niay revoke the authority of 
the society to continue business in this Commonwealth. 

Section 3. That section twenty-two of said act be 
and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 22. [All decisions and findings of the com
missioner made under this act shall be reduced to 
writing, and filed in his office; and he shall furnish a 
copy thereof, together with a statement of his rea
sons, to the officers of the society; and such action 
of the commissioner shall be reviewable by proper pro
ceedings in any court of competent jurisdiction by ap
peal or other proceeding for review ; and such appeal 
or other proceeding for review shall be a supersedeas, 
and in every case the said decision, order, or ruling of 
the Insurance Commissioner shall be suspended and 
abide the final determination of the appeal or other 
proceeding for review.] Before the Insurance Com
missioner shall refuse to license any foreign society, or 
shaU rev·oke its authority to do business in this State, 
he shall furnish to such soaiety a concise statement of 
his reasons for such . proposed refusal or revocation, 
and give notice of a time and place of hearing, a,t w1hich 
such society may show cause why a license should be 
granted to it, or why the license granted to it should 
niot be revoked, as the case may be. 

Upon request made to the Insurance Commissioner 
by such society, he shall issue subpoenas to summon 
such witnesses as the society may desire to summon; 
and, upon the filing of a petition by such society, dtuly 
verified by oath, showing that the testimamy of certain 
persons named therein is competent and relevant to 

345 

Section 20 amend· 
ed. 

Revocation ot li
censes of forei.n 
soctetles .. 

Section 22 amend
ed. 

Notice and bearing 
before refusal or 
revocation of li
cense. 

Subpoenas .. 



;{46 

Commissioner to 
lake testimony. 

Cost of subpoenas. 

Notice by regis~ 
tered man. 

l?ecords of hearing. 

Decisions, etc., to 
be reduced to writ~ 

1n2' nnd copy Rerved 
on society. 

Appeal. 

Procedure on 
appeal. 

Petition. 

Summons. 

Answer. 

Record to 
be certifled. 

I,AWS OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

the issues to be heard by the Comrnissioner, and tha,t 
such persons arc outside the State of Pennsylvania,, he 
shall ap1w,int n suitnble person, ffaly q'uaUfied by lliw 
to administer onths, ns a commissioner to tnkc the 
testimony of such persons nt such place or places 
specified in the petition as the testimony of such wit
nesses ma-y be obtained. Such tcsUmony shall be talcen 
upon oral examination ancl cross-examination, or uzJOn 
written interrogatories and cross-interrogatories, as 
the Insnrance Commissioner may determine, and, 
when so taken, shall be reduced to writing, and certi
fied to the Insurance Commissioner by the commission' 
er so appointed, and shall be 1nade a part of the record 
of such hearing before the Insnrance Commissioner. 
The cost of issuing said subpoenas shall be paid to 
the commissioner by the soci,ety. 

Any notice of hearing reqnired by this act shall be 
swfficient if sent by re.gistered mail, addr1essed to the 
society or to its president cit its principal office in its 
home state, territory, province, or country. A full. 
and co11nplete record shall be l,,1ept of all proceedings 
had before the Insurcmce Commissioner at any .hear
ing, and all testimony taken at such hearings shclll be 
roeported stenographieally, and the conipleteness and 
accuracy of the record shall be certified by the Insur-
ance Commissioner. · 

All decisions, rulings; and findings of the Insurance 
Commissioner, made tinder this act, together with 
a statement of his reasons therefor, shall be re
d!uced to wr#ing and filed in his office, and he sJwll 
serve a copy thereof upon the. society, by registered 
mail addressedJ to tfoe society or its president at its 
principal office in its home stnte, territory, province, 
or: cowntry; and the action of the Insurance Commis
sioner shall be reviewable upon appeal to the court 
of common pleas of Dauphin Count?} in the following 
manner: 

Any society aggrievefl by nny decisi01'i, ruling, or 
finding of the Insurance Commissioner, may file, with
in thirty days thereafter, in the court of common 
pleas of Daiiphin County, a vetitiorv against the com
missioner officially ns cl>efendant, alleging there,in in 
brief detail the action and decision complained of, 
and praying for a reversnl thereof. 'l'hereitpon a sum
mons shall issue, returnable in ten dcl?Js, and shall be 
b•erved, with a copy of the petition, upon the Insur
ance Commissioner. 0Ji or before the return day, the 
commissioner shall file an answer in which he shall 
allege by way of defense the grounds of his d1ecision. 
He shaU also, on or before the' retwrn day of such 
summons, certify to the court of common pleas of 
Dauphin County the record of the prooeedings to which 
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the petition refers. Such record shall include the tes
M,mony taken thereon, the findings of fact and conclu
simis, if any, nwde by the commissfoner based upon 
such testimony, a covy of all not'ices and statertnents 
of reasons issued and served b11 the commissioner in 
the vroceedings, and a copy of the. decision, rulin,g, 
or finding of the commissioner, with his statement 
of reasons, ,which the petitio% calls upon the cowrt to 
reverse. 'l'he cost of preparing and certifying such 
record shall be vaid to the commissioner by the peti
tioner and t<i:ved as part of the costs in the ca,se, to 
be z1aid as directed by the court upon the final deter
minat·ion of the case. 

Upon the filvng of the commissioner's answer, the 
case before the court of common pleas of Dawvhin 
Q(nf..nty slwll be at issiw without further pleadings, 
lM1,d, uvon application of either party, made thereafter, 
the casa shall be advanced and heard witho,ut further 
delciy. Jlf ere technical irregularities in the procedure 
of the commissioner shall be disregard·ed. 

Such appeal shall not be supersedeas, nor sta11 fur
ther proceedings by the Insurance Cormnissioner, un
less otherwise ordered by. the court of common pleas 
of Dauphin County upon such terms and conditions 
as will court· shall determine, and then only in the 
case of an appeal from a decision, ruling, or finding 
of the commissioner revoking the authority of any 
s1tch society to do busi;n1ess. 

'/'he case shall be heard upon the record certified to 
the court by the commissioner. AddiNonal testimony 
shall not be taken by the court, but the court may, in 
proper cases, remit the record to tke commissioner 
for the taking of further testimony. 

From the decision of the court of common pleas of 
Dauphin Oou,nty, an appeal may be taken to t.he Su
zwcme Court of Pennsylvania, as in other cases. 

In the casoe of any appeal, or other proceeding for 
J"cview, heretofore taken, from the decision of the In
s1wance Commissioner refusing to license any such 
society, or revoking its authority to do business, and 
now pending and undetermined in any court of this 
00111 .. monw•ealth, the court may make an approvriate 
order remanding the decision, ruling, or finding ap
pealed from the Insurance Commissioner, with direc
tions to proceed in conformity with the pro.visions of 
thi8 a.ct, a,nd the mctking of such order shall restore 
the status of the appellant society as it was before the 
mabin.g of tlt•e decisi.on~ ruling, or finding appealed 
from. 

No.thing contained in this section, or in sections six
teen or twenty of this act, shall, however, be taken or 
construed as preventing any such society from ·con
tinuing in good faith all contracts made in this Com-
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monwealth dU!f'ing the time such society was legally 
authorized to transact business herein. 

APPROVED-'l'he 22d day of April, A. D. 1927. 

JOHN S. FISHER 

No. 212 

AN AC'l' 

To fix the salaries to be paid to coroners in counties of the third 
class. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., 'l'hat in each county 
of the third class, the annual salary of the coroner 
shall be three thousand dollars, payable from the 
county treasury in the manner fixed by law. 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed. 

APPROVED-The 22d day of April, A. D. 1927. 

JOHN S. FISHER 

No. 213 

AN ACT 

'l'o amend section one of the act, approved the twenty-sixth day 
of April, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three (Pamp.hlet 
Laws, fifteen), entitled "An act relative to the eligibility of 
candidates for the office of district attorney." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section one of 
the act, approved the twenty-sixth day of April, one · 
th()usand eight hundred and eighty-three (Pamphlet 
Laws, fifteen), entitled "An act relative .to the eligi
bility of candidates for the office of district attorney," 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That no person shall
be eligible to the office of district attorney, of any 
county within this Commonwealth, unless he shall have 
been [admitted] qualified for admission to practice, as 
an attorney in the [courts of some county within] 
Supreme or Superior Court of this Commonwealth, 
for, at least, [two years] one year and sia: months pre
ceding his election. [Provided That this act shall 
not take effect until the first day of March, Anno 
Domini one thousand eight hundred and eighty-four.] 

Section 2. All acts and parts of acts, general, local, 
and special, inconsistent with this act, are hereby re
pealed. 

APPROVED-The 22d day of April, A. D. 1927. 

JOHN S. FISHER 
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